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occasionally conform to the sound, but al-
lowing even the same sounds to have dif-
ferent representation in different words. In-
deed, in the extract given above, he appears
to be rather a timid reformer, attacking
such defenseless little words as is, and re-
spectfully passing by would and offered.
The general appearance of those essays in
the volume which are printed after Web-
ster's own heart leads one happening upon
them nowadays into some disappointment,
since they are by no means to be ranked
with the humorous writings of later mis-
spellers, who have contrived to get some
fun out of venerable words by pulling off
their wigs and false teeth and turning them
loose in the streets.

It is very likely that Webster's first im-
pulse to reform our spelling was given by
Dr. Franklin's writings on the subject. As
is well known, that philosopher went so far
as to devise new characters for compound
letters such as th, sA, ng, anticipating many
of the later experiment in phonic writing.
"Webster entered with zeal into the notion,
and held a correspondence with Franklin,
in which the young man showed himself so